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Local History of Phon soong Village, Muenwai Subdistrict,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province : Ethnic of Phon soong Lao or

Thai Villagers from Historical document and Oral History
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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research with two objectives: 1) to study the history and
legend of Phon Soong village and about being Lao people or Thai people who migrated to the area
of Phon Soong village from historical documents; and 2) to study the legend of Phon Soong village
about Lao people or Thai people who migrated to the area of Ban Phon Soong village from the
oral history. This research was conducted using the historical method to compare with the oral
history told by Phon Soong Villagers. The results of the research were as follows. 1) From the
historical documentary evidence, it can be comparable that Ban Phon Soong villagers were
probably Thai Korat people who were influenced by cultures from the central region of Thailand,
including tradition, literature, culture, dress, language, music, and play. These were brought into the
area through the migration of a large number of people, including soldiers, nobles, and officials
from the central who were sent to serve in Nakhon Ratchasima since King Narai the Great in the
Ayutthaya, Thonburi, and Rattanakosin eras. As for the Lao people who fled to the Phon Soong
village, from historical documents, it is difficult and inconvenient because in many government
books it is stated that fleeing Lao people are often caught and not able to escape both at land and
water due to the presence of a large number of officers to monitor and report the authorities in
details. In addition, during the reign of the King Rama 3, Laos, Khmers, Kuy people, and other
ethnicities were allowed to voluntarily enter the Siam through a system of seduction and
prosecution and these people were better protected than fleeing. 2) From orally historical evidence
told by Phon Soong villagers, it is probably that they are originally Thai Korat people since their
language, costumes, music, no-tattoos preference, and legends are not related to the Lao people.

Keywords: Phon soong Village, Local history, Nakhon Ratchasima Province
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