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Abstract

The research Ethnic Diversity in Southern — Laos Society in the 18th — 19th Century aims to
study historical background of multiethnicity and ethnic diversity in Southern - Laos society in the
scope of time between the 18" and 19" century.

The result suggests as follows; 1) The critical factor in historical background which forms
the society in Southern — Laos multiethnic society is the policy which strengthens political power of
the group who speak languages in Laos — Tai family. The course forced different ethnics to relocate
in the south of Laos, the original location of the groups who spoke Austroasiatic and Austronesian
languages and were believed the original inhabitant of the place ever since Southern — Laos was
under influence of ancient kingdoms in South East Asia. The diversity, in addition, results from
economic factor. As the location was then center of commerce, ethnic groups from other regions
simply came to the place for trade purpose. 2) According to historical resources, ethnic groups
surveyed in the 18" century were Lao and Kha, the term which generally covers people speaking
Austroasiatic and Austronesian languages. It was not until the 19" century that there were
circumstances to help identify ethnic groups there more elaborately. The list then were; Lao,
Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Xuay, Tom Puan or Dombuan, Sruk, Khvet, Brao, Rade, Boloven, Sok,
Nhaheun, Gnac, Ta-Oy and Charai, each of which owned their exclusive language and tradition.

Keywords: ethnic group, Southern - Laos
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