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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate (1) the levels of political participation of
voters in electing the President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization in 2012, a case
study of Ban Phue District, Udon Thani Province, and (2) the factors affecting the voters’
participation in electing the President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization in 2012,
a case study of Ban Phue District, Udon Thani Province.

The study adopted mixed methodology research approach. The quantity data consisted of
398 sampled voters in Ban Phue District who were eligible to elect the President of Udon Thani
Provincial Administration Organization in 2012. They were selected by using Taro Yamane’s sampling
theory. The instrument used was a questionnaire. As for the qualitative data, they were purposively
selected. This group of qualitative samples included the administrators of the municipality or of
Sub-district Administration Organization, members of the Municipality Council or of the Sub-district
Administration Organization, and village leaders or sub-district headmen. Totally, there were 17
persons in this group. These subjects had been deeply interviewed. The statistics employed for
quantity data analysis were comprised of percentage, mean, and standard deviation while
qualitative data analysis was presented in the form of descriptive discursion.

The following results had been found. 1) Voters’ political participation in electing the
President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization, as a whole, was at the moderate
level. Their canvassing for any presidential candidate and campaigning for any presidential
candidate were at the moderate level. Although the exercising of their rights to vote was at the
high level, the following up of the election results were at the moderate level. 2) Factors affecting
the voters’ participation in electing the President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration
Organization included both internal and external factors. Internal factors were genders, ages,
educational levels, occupations, and incomes. These factors resulted significantly in the voters’
participation in electing the President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization at 0.05
statistical level. External factors were moderately affecting the voters’ participation in electing the
President of Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization. Voters would highly consider to
vote for the candidate from his personal qualities, higsh work experiences, good personalities and
friendliness. Regarding the policy, the voters would considerably view whether the locality could
gain any benefits from candidate’s policy at the high level. Of the advantages and rewards, the
voters would take into their account to vote for the candidate at the high level if that candidate
regularly gave help to the villagers’ traditions and festivals and if they promised to do so after
being elected. Of personal relations, voters would take these personal connections to vote for the

candidate too: personal supported, personally related, and personally respected. 3) Genders, ages,
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educational levels, occupations and incomes correlated to the voters’ political participation. This
showed that the internal factors impacted on political participation in electing the President of
Udon Thani Provincial Administration Organization. Personal relations and the candidate’s support
and assistance resulted positively in the voters’ participation in electing the President of Udon
Thani Provincial Administration Organization.

Keywords : Factors of political participation, election, President of Udon Thani Provincial

Administration Organization, Local Administration Organization of Udon Thani Province
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