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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the development from the past up to the
present and the existence of the Korat Folk Song (Pleng Korat). It is a survey and qualitative
research which collected primary data by non-participants observing the real situation of traditional
Korat Folk Song (Pleng Korat), Korat Folk Song for thanking-goddess rituals (Pleng Korat Kaebon) and
Applied Korat Folk Song (Pleng Korat Sing). The in-depth interviews were used with informants; the
performers (Mo Pleng) of Pleng Korat groups in Nakhon Ratchasima and academics who study Pleng
Korat collected secondary data; academic papers, theses, books, textbooks, publications such as
newspapers and journals on the internet. Data content analysis, format, and evolution of Pleng
Korat used the research methods in Anthropology. The result showed that Pleng Korat
performance formats which were classified into 2 types: 1) Pleng Chao Ban means songs for people
played during their free time or for fun such as gathering rice (Long Kaek) without a ceremony or a
music hall (Rong Pleng) and not dressing like professional performers (Mo Pleng) 2) Pleng Archeep
(career song) means the song performance in the festival or the celebration such as ordination,
Kathina, annual fairs or the fulfillment of one’s vow (Kaebon) by the Korat Folk Song performers
(Mo Pleng) which is a performance on a ceremonial stage, dressed as Pleng Korat performers (Mo
Pleng) and with the ceremony to pray to the teacher (Wai Kru). The Pleng Korat performers are paid
for the performance. A major turning point of Pleng Korat resulted from various factors, including
the construction of the statue of Thao Suranaree, incorporation of forming Pleng Korat group to
adapt to the changes, and approaching business processes to strengthen and bargain power. The
foundation of Pleng Korat association was to conserve and preserve performing arts, especially
convey Pleng Korat to the young generation. Changing the performance format to be Applied Korat
Folk Song (Pleng Korat Sing) was similar to the performance of the country band or Mor-Lam band
(northeastern-style band), combined the performance of traditional Pleng Korat. The performance
stage was similar to the country band stage, which had the decoration, light and sound, music
instruments, and dancers to attract the audiences (stage size and other equipment based on an
agreement with the employer). The performers applied country music and poem or Korat dialect to
sing in the performance.

Currently, traditional Pleng Korat is very interesting, especially for thanking-goddess rituals
to the statue of Thao-Suranaree. It is people’s belief and practice for long time. Traditional Pleng
Korat is sometimes performed before Pleng Korat Sing on the same stage. The important factors
which affect Pleng Korat are the economic conditions and the influence of the media which affects
the tastes of new generation audiences and the current changing era of globalization.

Keywords: Development and current condition, performance format, Pleng Korat
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